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CATHOLICK SPIRIT, 


2 RINGS x. 15. 


And when he was departed thence, be lighted 
on Jehonadab the Son of Rechab coming 
to meet him. And he ſaluted him and ſaid, 
Is thine Heart right as my Heart is with 
thy Heart? And Jehonadab anſwered, It 
is, If it ve, Give me thine Hand. 


1. 71 is allowed even by thoſe who 
I do not pay this great Debt, 
that Love is due to all Man- 


kind: the royal Law, Thou 
Halt "Us thy Neighbour as thyſelf, carrying 
tits own Evidence to all that hear it. And that, 
not according to the miſerable Conſtruction 


Put upon it by the Zealots of old Times, 
Thou. 


| 


(4) 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour, thy Relation, 
Acquaintai.ce, Friend, and hate thine Ene- 
my: not ſo. I ſay unto you, ſaith our Lord, 
Love yaur Enemies, bleſs them that curſe 


you : do Good to them that hate you, and pray 


* them that deſpitefully uſe and perſecute 

: that ye may be the Children, may ap- 
. ſo to al Mankind, of hour Father 
which is in Heaven, who * his Sun to 
riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth 
Rain on the Fuft and on the Unjuſt, 


2. But it is ſure, there is a peculiar Love 
which we owe to thoſe that love Gop, So 
David, all my De.ight is upon the Saints 
that are in the Earth, and upon ſuch as ex- 
cel in Virtue. And ſo a greater than he, 
a new Commandment I give unto you, that 
ye love one another : as I have loved you, that 
ye alſo love one another. Ey this ſhall all Men 
know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
Love one to another, John xiii. 34, 33. 
his is that Love on which the Apoſtle 


Jobn ſo frequently and ſtrongly inſiſts. 


This, ſaith he, is the Meſſage that ye have 
heard from the Beginning, that we Mou 
Hove one another. 1 John iii. 11. Hereby 
perceive we the Love of God, becauſe he laid 
down his Life for us. And we ought, if Love 
ſhould call us thereto, 10 lay dawn aur Lives 


for the Bretbren. v. 16. And again, Be- 


loved, let us love one another, far Love is. A 
TIES” Go 


err 


3 . : 


(5? 
Cod. He that loveth not, knoweth not God: 
For God is Love, c. iv. 7, 8. Not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent his 
Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins. Be- 
loved, if God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to 
love one anotber. v. 10, 11. | 


3. All Men approve of this: But do all 
Men practiſe it? Daily Experience ſhews 
the contrary. Where are even the Chriſ- 
tians who love one another, as be bath given 
us Commandment ? How many Hindrances 
lie in the Way? The two grand, general 
Hindrances are, Firſt,, That they cannot 
all think alike: And in Conſequence of this, 
Secondly, They cannot all walk alike : but 
in ſeveral ſmaller Points their Practice muſt 
differ, in Proportion to the Difference of 
their Sentiments, 


4. But although a Difference in Opinions 
or Modes of Worſhip, may prevent an in- 
tire external Union, yet need it prevent cur 
Union in Affection? Though we cannot 
think alike, may we not love alike ? May 
we not be of one Heart, though we are not 
of one Opinion? Without all Doubt we 
may. Herein all the Children of Gop may 


unite, notwithſtanding theſe ſmaller Dif- 
| ferences. Theſe remaining as they are, they 
may forward one another, in Love and in 


good Works. 


A 3 Surely 


* 


(6) 


g. Surely in this Reſpect, the Example of 
Jebu himſelf, as mixt a Character as he was 
of, is well worthy both the Attention and 
Imitation, of every ſerious Chriſtian, Aud 
when he was departed thence, be lighted on 
Jehonadab the Son of Rechab coming to meet 
him. And he ſaluted bim and ſaid, Is thine 
Heart right, as my Heart is with thy Heart ? 
And Jehonadab anſwered, It is. If it be, 
Give me thine Hand. | 


The Text naturally divides itſelf in 
two Parts, Firſt, A Queſtion propoſed by 
Jebu to Febonadab, Is thine Heart right, as 
my Heart is with thy Heart? Secondly, An 
Offer made on Jebanadab's anſwering, It is. 
Tf it be, Give me thine Hand. 


T. 1, And, Firſt, Let us conſider the 
Queſtion propoſed by Jebu to Jebonadab, 
Is thine Heart right, as my Heart is with thy 
Heart ? | 


The very firſt Thing we may obſerve in 
theſe Words, is that here is no Enquiry 
concerning Jehonadat*s Opinions. And yet 
it is certain, he held ſome which were very 
uncommon, indeed quite peculiar to him- 
ſelf: and ſome which had a cloſe Influence 
upon Practice; on which likewiſe he laid ſo 
great a Streſs, as to intail them upon his 


Children's 


1 


—— 


(7; 


Children's Children, to their lateſt Poſte» 
rity. 
given by 
Death. I took Jaazaniah and his Brethren, 


This is evident from the Account 
Jeremiah, many Years after his 


and all his Sons, and the whole Houſe of the 
Recbabites — And ſet beſore them Pots full of 


Mine and Cups, and ſaid unto them, Drink 


ye Wine. But they ſaid, We will drink no 


Wine; for Jonadab (or Jehonadab) the bun 


of Rechab our — (it would be leſs am- 
biguous if the Words were placed thus, Je- 
honadab our Father the Son of Rechab : out 
of Love and Reverence to whom he pro- 
bably defired his Deſcendants might be cal- 


led by his Name) commanded us, ſaying, Ye 


© ſhall drink no Wine, - neither ye nor your Sons 
for ever, 


but all your Days ye all dwell in Tents —- 
And we have obeyed and done according to 
ail that Jonadab our Father commanaea us,” 
Jer. XXXV. 3— 10. 


2. And yet Jehu (although it ſeems to 


have been his Manner, both in Things ſe- 
cular and religious, to drive furiouſly) does 
not concern himſelf at all with any of theſe 
- Things, but lets Fehonadab abound in his 
on Senſe. And neither of them app 
to have 


ears 
given the other the leaſt Diſtur- 


bance, touching the * which he 
4 maintained. a 


Tis 


Neither - ſhall ye build Honfe, nor 
5 ſow Seed, nor plant Vineyard, nor have any; 


(8.7 


3. Tis very poſſible, that many good 


Men now alſo may entertain peculiar. Opi- 
nions: and ſome of them may be as ſingular 
herein, as even Jebonadab was. And *tis 
certain, ſo long as we know but in Part, that 


all Men will not ſee all Things alike. It is 


an uniyoidable Conſequence of the preſent 
Weakneſs and ſhortneſs of human Under- 
ſtanding, that ſeveral Men will be of ſeveral 


Minds, in Religion as-well as in common - 
Life. So it has been from the Beginning of 
the World, and ſo it will be 210 the Reſtitu- 


tion of all Things, 


4. Nay farther: although every Man ne- 


oeſſarily believes, that every particular Opi- 


nion which he holds is true (for, to believe 


any Opinion is not true, is the ſame Thin 
as, not to hold it:) yet can no Man be a 
ſured, That all.his own Opinions, taken to- 
gether, are true. Nay every thinking Man 


is aſſured, They are not: ſeeing Humanum 
eſt errare et neſcire. To be ignorant of 


many Things, and to miſtake in ſome, is 
the neceſſary Condition of. Humanity. This 
therefore he is ſenſible is his own Caſe. He 
knows in the general, that he himſelf is 
miſtaken. Although in what Particu- 
lars he miſtakes, he does. not, perhaps 
cannot know, 


5. I 


9 —W I the rh vr a 


ſo deep a Root. 


(9) 


5. I fay, perhaps he cannot know. For 
Who can tell how far invinctble Ignorance 
may extend? Or (what comes to the ſame 
Thing) invincible Prejudice: which is fo 
often Act. in tender Minds, that it is after- 
wards impoſſible to tear up what has taken 
And who can ſay, unleſs 
the knew every Circumſtance attending it, 
how far any Miſtake is culpable? Seeing all 
Guilt muſt ſuppoſe ſome Concurrence of the 


Will: of which he only can Pye who 
ſearcheth the Heart. 


6. Every wiſe Man therefore will allow 
others the ſame Liberty of thinking, which 
| he deſires they ſhould allow him: and will 
no more inſiſt on their embracing his Opi- 
-nions, then he would have them to inſiſt on 
his embracing theirs. He bears with thoſe 
who differ from him, and only aſks him, 
with whom he defires to unite in Love, 

that ſingle Queſtion, 1s bine Heart right, 
a, my Heart is with thy Heart ? 


7. We may, Secondly, obferms That 
here is no Enquiry made, concerning Je- 


| Louadab's Mode of Worſhip : although 'tis 
highly probable, there was in this Reſpect 


alſo, a very 


wide Difference between them. 
For we may well believe Jebonadab as well 
as all his Poſterity, worſhipped God at Je- 

-raſalem : whereas Jebu did not; he had 

more 


( 10) 


more Regard to State-Policy than Religion. Fl 
And therefore although he ſlew the Wor- 
ſhippers of Baal, and deſtroyed Baal out of 


Ifrael : yet from the convenient Sin of Jero- 


boham, the Worſhip of the golden Calves, 1. 
be departed not. 2 Kings x. 29. ch 


8. But even among Men of an upright 24 
Heart, Men who defire to have a Conſcience ha 
void of Offence, it mult needs be, that as «+ 
long as there are various Opinions, there 
will be various Ways of worſhipping Gop: & 
ſeeing a Variety of Opinion neceſſarily im- 
plies a Variety of Practice. And as in all 
Ages, Men have differed in nothing more 
than in their Opinions concerning the Su- 
preme Being, ſo in nothing have they more 
differed from each other, than in the Man- 
ner of worſhipping him. Had this been : 


only in the Heathen World, it would not & 
have been at all ſurprizing. For we know 
theſe by ibeir Wiſdom knew not God; nor ,, 
therefore could they know how to worſhip 

him. But is it not ſtrange, that even in the 


ac 
| 


Chriſtian World, although they all agree , 
in the general, God is a Spirit, and they that | 
worſhip him muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth: yet the particular Modes of worſhip- 
ping Gop, are almoſt as various as among | 
the Heathens? 


| (28: J 

9. And how ſhall we chuſe, among ſo 

MN. much Variety? No Man can chuſe for, or 

Pt” preſcribe to another. But every one muſt 

of follow the Dictates of his own Conſcience, 

0” in Simplicity and godly Sincerity. He muſt 
2, Wont APY | 

> be fully perſuaded in his own Mind, and 

| then act according to the beſt Light he has. 

Nor has any Creature Power, to conſtrain 

cht another to walk by his own Rule. Gop 

ae has given no Right to any of the Children 

as of Men, thus to lord it over the Conſcience 

TC of his Brethren. But every Man muſt judge 

D'* for himſelf, as every Man muſt give an Ac- 


411 count of himſelf to Gop. 


"wx © 20. Although therefore every Follower 


dun of CHRIST is obliged by the very Nature 
ode of the Chriſtian Inſtitution, to be a Mem- 
au her of ſome particular Congregation or 
gen ather, ſome Church, as it is uſually term'd: 


not (yhich implies a particular Manner of wor- 
ara iping GoD 3 for two cannot walk together 
= unleſs they be agreed ;) yet none can be o- 
+> Hliged by any Power an Earth, but that of 


tis own Conſcience, * prefer this or that 
ongregation to anotÞu.c, this or that par- 
cular Manner of Worſhip. I know it is 
commonly ſuppoſed, That the Place of our 
Birth, fixes the Church to which we ought 
to belong: that one, for Inſtance, who is 
porn in England ought to be a Member of 
wad that which is ſtiled The Church of England, 
* and 


Tree 
hat 
in 
up- 
Ong 


: 


(12) 
and conſequently to 'worſhip Gob in the 


particular Manner which is preſcribed by * 


that Church. I was once a zealous Main- 
tainer of this: but I find many Reaſons to 
abate of this Zeal. I fear, it is attended 
with ſuch Difficulties; . that no reaſonable 
Man can get over. Not the leaſt of which 
is, that if this Rule had took Place, there' 
could have been no Reformation from Po- 
pery: ſeeing it intirely deſtroys the Right 
of private Judgment, on which that whole 
Reformation ſtands. 


11. I dare not therefore preſume to im- 
e Mode of Worſhip on any other. I 
lieve it is truly primitive and apoſtolical. 
But my Belief is no Rule for another. I 
aſk not therefore of him with whom I would 
unite in Love, Are you of my Church? 
Of my Congregation? Do you receive the 
ſame Form of Church-Government, and 
allow the ſame Church-Officers with me ? 
Do you join in the ſame Form of Prayer, 
wherein I worſhip Goy?” I inquire not, 
Do'you receive'the Supper of the Lord, in' 
the ſame Poſture and Manner that I do? 
Nor, whether in the Adminiſtration of Bap- 
tiſm, you agree with me, in admitting Sure- 
ties for the Baptized? In the Manner of 
adminiſtring it? Or the Age of theſe to 
whom it ſhould be adminiſtred? Nay, I 
aſk not of you (as clear as I am in my on 
| Mind) 


2 A 2 —— +». 
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Mind) Whether you allow Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper at all? Let all theſe Things 


ſtand by : we will talk of them, if need be, 
at a. more convenient Seaſon. My only 


Queſtion at preſent is this, 7s thine * 
right, as my Heart is with thy Heart? 


12, But what is properly implied in the 


. Queſtion? I do not mean what did Fehr 
imply therein? But what ſhould a Follower 


of CHR1sT underſtand thereby, when he 


propoſes it to any of his Brethren ? 


The firſt Thing implied. in this: is thy 


Heart right with Gop ? Doſt thou believe 
his Being, and his Perfections? His Eter- 


nity, — Wiſdom, Power: his 
Juſtice, Mercy and Truth? Doſt thou be- 


lieve, that * now upboldetb all Things y 


the Word of bis Power ? And that he go- 
verns even the moſt minute, even the maſt 


' noxious, to his own Glory and the Good of 


them that love him? Haſt thou a divine 
Evidence, a. ſupernatural Conviction, of 
the Things of Gop # Doſt thou walk '$y 


| Paith not by Sight ? Looking not at * 


Things, but Things eternal. 


13. Doſt thou believe in the Lord 
Jzsus ChRISsT, Gop over all, bleſſed for 


ever? Is he revealed in thy Soul ? Doſt 
thou know Jeſus Chr 0 and him crucified ? 
B 


Does 


(14 ) 


Does he dwell in thee, and thou in bim? ; 


ls he formed in thy Heart by Faith ? Hay- 
ing abſolutely diſclaimed all thy own Works, 
thy own Righteouſneſs, haſt thou ſubmitted 
thyſelf unto the Righteouſneſs of God, which 
is by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus ? Art thou found 
in him, not having thy own Righteouſneſs, 
" but the Righteouſneſs which is by Faith? 
And art thou, through him, fighting the 
good Fight of Faith, and dying hold of eter- 
nal Life? | 811 


14. Is thy F aith wrepyeuirn. bY 7 d TH. a 
Filled with the Energy of Love? Poſt thou 


love Gop ? I do not ſay, ab al} Things ; 


for it is both an unſcriptural and an ambi- 
guous Expreflion : but with-all thy Heart, 


and with all thy Mind, and with all thy Soul 
and with all thy Strength ? Doſt thou ſeek 


all thy Happineſs, in him alone? And doſt | 
thou find what thou ſeekeſt ? Does thy 


* a 8 
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Soul continually magnify the Lord, and thy © 


© Spirij rejoice in God thy Saviour? Having 


learned in every Thing to give Thanks, doſt 


thou find, it is a joyful and pleaſant Thing to 
be thankful ? Is God the Center of thy 


Soul? The Sum of all thy Defires? Art 


thou accordingly laying up thy Treaſure in 


Heaven, and counting all Things elfe Dung 


and Droſs ? Hath the Love of Gop caſt the 
Love of the World out of thy Soul? Then 
thou art crucified to the World, Thou art 


>a - ed. a. ] foods 22 ACh 


a Df. 
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dead ; 


95 dead to all below, and thy Life is bid with 
r Cbriſt in God. 


„ 18g. Art thou employed in doing not thy 
* | own Will, but the Will of bim that ſent thee ? 
Of him that fent thee down to ſojourn here 
3 2 while, to ſpend a few Days in a W \ 
Land, till having finiſhed the Work he 
| hath given thee to do, thou return to thy 
7” 1] Father's Houſe ? Is it thy Meat and Drink 
10 do the Will of thy Father which is in Hea- 
ven? Is thine Eye ſingle in all Things? 
Always fixt on him? Always looking unto 
' 2 Feſus ? Doſt thou point at him in whatſo- 

ever thou doſt? In all thy Labour, thy 
, - | Buſineſs, thy Converſation ? Aiming only 

at the Glory of Gop in all? Whatſcever 
thou doſt, either in Word or Deed, doing it 
all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, giving 
'” | Thanks unto Cod even the Father througs 
Hin? | 


B | 16. Does the Love of Gop conſtrain thee: 


t to ſerve him with Fear? To rejoice unto 
% | bim with Reverence ? Art thou more afraid 
ol diſpleaſing Gop, than either of Death or 
* | Hell? Is nothing ſo terrible to thee as the 
T Thought of offending the Eyes of his Glory? 
U pon this Ground doſt thou hate all. evil 
i Ways ; every, Tranſgreſſion of his holy and 
, perfect Law? And herein exerciſe thyſelf, 

40 
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to have a Conſcience void of Offence towards 
God, and towards Man ? 


17. Is thy Heart right towards thy 
Neighbour ? Doſt thou love as thyſelf, all 
Mankind without Exception? If you love 
theſe cnly that love you, what Thank have 
you 2 Do you love your Enemies? Is your 
Soul full of Good-will, of tender Affection 
towards them? Do you love even the 
Enemies of Gop ? The Unthankful and 
Unholy ? Do your Bowels yearn over them? 
Could you wifh yourſelf (temporally) accurſt 


for their Sake? And do you ſhew this, 


by UI ing them that curſe you, and praying 


for thoſe That deſpightfully uſe you and perſecute 


you ? 


18. Do you ſhew your Love by your 
Works ? While you have Time, as you 
have Opportunity, do you in Fact do Good 
to all Mer, Neighbours or Strangers, Friends 
or Enemies, Good or Bad? Do you do 


them all the Good you can? Endeavour- 


ing to ſupply all their Wants, aſſiſting them 
both in Body and Soul, to the uttermoſt of 
your Power ? If thou art thus minded, may 
every Chriſtian ſay, yea, if thou art but fin- 
cerely deſirous of it, and following on till 
thou attain, then thy Heart is right, as my 
Heart is with thy Heart, 


1. 


FF 


# * 


2 * w bs "LU awd LY bu Y Oy Th mw Ty 


Ah. K 


(17) 
II. 1. Fit be, Give ne thy Hand. I do 


not mean, Be of my Opinion.” Lou 
need not. I do not expect nor deſire it. 
Neither do I mean, I will be of your 
Opinion.” I cannot. It does not depend 
on my Choice: I can no more think, than 
I can ſee or hear as I will. Keep your own. 
Opinion, I mine: and that as ſteadily. as 
ever. You need not even endeavour to 
come over to me, or bring me over to you.. 
L do not defire you to difoate thoſe Points, 
or to hear or ſpeak one Word concerning 
them, Let all Opinions alone on one. 
Side and the other. Only Give me thy. 
Hand.. 


2. I do not mean, Embrace my Modes 
of Worſhip ; > or I will embrace yours.” 
This alſo is a Thing which does not depend 


either on your Choice or mine. We muſt 


both a&, as each is fully perſuaded in his 
own Mind. Hold you faſt that which you 
believe to be moſt acceptable to God, — 
I will do the ſame. I believe the Epiſcopal 
Form of Church-Government to be ſcrip- 
tural and apoſtolical. If you think the 
Preſbyterian or Independent is better, think 
ſo ſtill and act accordingly. I believe In- 
fants ought to be baptized, and that this 
may be done either by Dip IPs or Sprink- 
ling. If you are * e perluaded,, be 

ſo 
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ſo ſtill, and follow your own Perſuaſion. It 
appears to me, That Forms of Prayer are 
of excellent Uſe, particularly in the great 
Congregation. If you judge extemporary 
Prayer to be of more Uſe, act ſuitably to- 
your own Judgment. My Sentiment is, 
That I ought not to forbid Water, wherein 
Perſons may be baptized : and that 1 
ought to eat Bread and drink Wine, as a 
Memorial of my dying Maſter. 9 — 
if you are not convinced of this, act ac- 
cording to the Light you have. I have no 
Defire to diſpute with you one Moment, 
upon any of the preceding Heads. Let all 
theſe ſmaller Points ſtand aſide. Let them 
never come into Sight. F thine Heart is as 

my Heart, if thou loveſt Gop and all 


Mankind, I aſk no more: Grve me thine 
Hand. 80 


3. I mean, Firſt, Love me. And that 
not only as thou loveſt all Mankind; not 
only as thou loveſt thine Enemies, or the 
Enemies of GoD, thoſe that hate thee, that 
deſpitefully uſe thee and perſecute thee : Not 
only as a Stranger, as one of whom thou 
knoweſt neither Good nor Evil. I am not 


ſatisfied with this. No: If thine Heart be 


right, as mine with thy Heart, then love me 
with a tender Affection, as a Friend that 


is cloſer than a Brother: as a Brother in 
CarrsT, a Fellow-citizen of the new Je- 
ruſalem 
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ruſalem, a Fellow-ſoldier engaged in the 


- ſame Warſare, under the ſame Captain of 


our Salvation. Love me as a Companion in 
the Kingdom and Patience of I sus, and a 
Joint-heir of his Glory. 


4. Love me (but in a 


higher 


than thou doſt the Bulk of Mankind) with 
the Love that is long-/uffering and kind, that 
is patient, if Tam ignorant and out of the 
May, bearing and not increaſing my Bur- 


then, and is tender, ſoft and compaſſionate 
ſtill : that envieth not, if at any Time it 


pleaſe Gop, to proſper me in this Work 
even more than thee, Love me with the 
Love that is not provoked either at my F ol- 
lies or Infirmities; or even at my acting (if 
it ſhould ſometimes ſo appear to — 

according to the Will of Gop. Love me 
ſo as to think no Evil of me, to put away 


all Jealouſy and evil Surmiſing. Love me 


with the Love that covereth all Things, is 
always willing to think the beſt, to put the 
{| faireſt Conſtruction on all my Words and 


Actions: that hopeth all Things ; either the 


Thing related was never done; or not done 
with ſuch Circumſtances as are related: or 


at leaſt, that it was done with a good Inten- 
tion: or in ſudden Streſs of Temptation. 
And hope to the End, that whatever 1s 
amiſs, will by the Grace of Gop be cor- 
Weed and whatever is wanting be ſupplied, 

through 


( 20 ) | 
' through the Riches. of his Mercy in Chriſt. 
Jeſus. 


5. I mean, Secondly; Commend me to 
Gop in all thy Prayers, wreſtle with him. 
in my Behalf, that he would ſpeedily cor- 
rect what he ſees amiſs, and ſupply what is 
wanting in me. In thy neareſt Acceſs to- 
the Throne of Grace, beg of him who is. 
then very preſent with thee, that my Heart 
may be more as thy Heart, more right both 
toward Gop- and toward Man: that I may 
have a fuller Conviction of Things not ſeen, 
and a ſtronger View of the Love of Gop in- 
CHRIST IEsus: may more ſteadily walk by. | 
Faith, not by Sight, and more earneſtly 
graſp eternal Life. Pray that the Love of 
Gop and of all Mankind, may be more 
largely poured into my Heart; that I may. 
be more fervent: and active in doing the 
Will of my Father which is in Heaven; 
more zealous of good Works, and more 
2 to abſtain from all Appearance of 

vil. 


6. I mean, Thirdly, Provoke me to Love 
and good Works. Second thy Prayer as 
thou haſt Opportunity, by ſpeaking to me 
in Love whatſoever thou believeſt to be for 
my SouPs Health, Quicken me in the 
Work which God has given me to do, and 
inſtruct me how to do it more perfectly. 


Lea, 


| (21) 

f. Yea, ſmite me friendly and reprove me, 
: wherein ſoever I appear to thee, to be do- 
| ing rather my own Will, than the Will of 

him that ſent me. O ſpeak and ſpare not, 

: whatever thou believeſt may conduce, either 

to the amending my Faults, the ſtrength- 

ning my Weakneſs, the building me up in 

Love, or the making me. more fit fn any 

Kind for the Maſter's Uſe. 


7. I mean, Laſtly, Love me not in 
Word only, but in Deed and in Truth. 
So far as in Conſcience thou canſt (retain- 


ä 


„ py 
n. ing ſtill thy own Opinions, and thy own 
y.  Mannerof worſhipping Gop) join with me 
„in the Work of Gop, and let us go Hand 
f in Hand. And thus far, it is certain, thou 
e mayſt go. Speak honourably wherever thou 
y art, of the Work of GOD by whomſoever 
e he works, and kindly of his Meſſengers. 
1 And if it be in thy Power, not only ſympa- 
0 thize with them when they are in any Dif- 
f 1 ficulty or Diſtreſs, but give them a chearful 
and effectual Aſſiſtance, that they may glo- 
1 lify Gop on thy Behalf. 
I ©: | 
s 8. Two Things ſhould be obſerved, with 


e regard to what has been ſpoken under this 

laff 1 Head. The one, that whatſoever Love, 
e whatſoever Offices of Love, whatſoever 
d ſpiritual or temporal Aſſiſtance, I claim from 
v. him whoſe Heart is right, as my Heart is 


(22) 
with his: the ſame I am ready, by the Grace 
of Gop, according to my Meaſure, to give 
him. The other, that I have not made this 
Claim, in Behalf of myſelf only, but of all 
whoſe Heart is right toward Gop and Man, 


that we may all love one another, as Chriſt 
hath loved us. 


III. I. One Inference we may make from 
what has been ſaid. We may learn from 
hence, What is a Catholick Spirit. 


There is ſcarce any Expreſſion which has. 
been more groſly miſunderſtood, and more 

dangerouſly miſapplied than this. But it 
will be eaſy for any who calmly conſider the 
preceding Obſervations, to correct any ſuch 
Miſapprehenſions of it, and to prevent any 
ſuch Miſapplication. 


For from whence we may learn, Firſt, 
That a Catholick Spirit, is not ſpeculative 
Latitudinarianiſm. It is not an Indifference 
to all Opinions. This is the Spawn of Hell, 
not the Offspring of Heaven. This Un--- 
fettledneſs of Thought, this being driven 70 
and fro, and tofi =. with every Wind of 
Doctrine, is a great Curſe, not a Bleſſing ;. 
an W Enemy not a Friend to 
true Catholiciſm. A Man of a true Catha- 
lick Spirit, has not now his Religion to 
ſeek. He is fixed as the Sun in his Judg-- 

| ment: 
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ready to hear and weigh, whatſoever can 


6 3 


ment concerning the main Branches of 


Chrſtian Doctrine. It is true, he is 2 

e 
offered againſt his Principles. But as this 
does not ſhew any wavering in his own 
Mind, ſo neither does it occaſion any. He 


does not halt between two Opinions, nor 
vainly endeavour to blend them into one. 
Obſerve this, you who know not what Spirit 
ye are of: who call yourſelves Men of a Ca- 


tholick Spirit, only becauſe you are of a 
muddy Underſtanding: becauſe your Mind 


is all in a Miſt: becauſe you have no ſet- 
ttled, conſiſtent Principles, but are for jum- 


hling all Opinions together. Be convinced, 


that you have quite miſſed your Way: You 
knew not where you are. You think you 
* are*got into the very Spirit of CHRIST; 
when in Truth you are nearer the Spirit of 
Antichriſt. Go firſt and learn the firſt Ele- 


ments of the Goſpel of CHRIST, and then 
ſhall you learn to be of a truly Catbolick 
Sfirit { | 


2. From what has been ſaid we may 
learn, Secondly, That a Catholick Spirit is 
not any Kind of practical Latitudinariaiſm. 
It is not Indifference as to publick Worſhip, 
or as to the outward Manner of performing 


it. This likewiſe would not be a Bleſſing 


but a Curſe. Far from being an Help there- 
to, it would ſo long as it remained be an 
| un- 


(24) | 

- unſpeakable Hindrance to the worſhipping 
of God in Spirit and in Truth. But the 
Man of a truly Catholick Spirit, having 
weighed all Things in the Ballance of the 
Sanctuary, has no Doubt, no Scruple at all 
concerning that particular Mode of Wor- 
ſhip wherein he joins. He is clearly con- 
vinced, that tbis Manner of worſhipping 
 Gop is both ſcriptural and rational, He 
| knows none in the World, which is more 
ſcriptural, none which is more- rational. 
Therefore without rambling hither .and 
thither, he cleaves cloſe thereto, and 
_ praiſes Gon for all the Opportunity of ſo 
doing, N10 


3. Hence we may, Thirdly, learn, That 
à Catbolic Spirit is not an Indifference to | 
all Congregations. This is another Sort of 

 Latitudmarianiſm, no leſs abuſed and un- 


ſcriptural than the former. But it is far 
from a Man of a truly Catholick Spirit. He 
is fixt in his Congregation as well as his 
Principles. He is united to one, not 
only in Spirit, but by all the outward Ties 
of Chriſtian Fellowſhip. There he par- 
takes of all the Ordinances of Gop. T 


he receives the Supper of the Lox D. There 


he pours out his Soul in publick Prayer, and 
joins in publick Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 


Ihbere he rejoices to hear the Word of Re- 


conciliation, the Goſpel of the Grace of 
2 Gop 
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Inlarg'd my Heart, and free my Thought, 
Where'er the latent Truth 1 find, | 

The latent Truth with Joy; to own, 222 

And bow to Ess Name Alone, 
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III. 


Redeem'd by thine almighty Grace, 
I taſte. my glorious Likes, Wd. 
With open Arms the Wos embrace, * 

But cleave to thoſe who cleave to . 
But only in thy Saints delight 
Who walk with Gop in chad White. 


. 


One with the little Flock I reſt, 

The Members ſound who hold the Head,. 
The choſen Few, with Pardon bleſt, 
And by th' anointing Spirit ed * 
Into the Mind that was in Thee, 
Into the Depths of Deity. 


H n T 5 ; 
vil 3 3281 36 208 Wiziv it! 
My Brethren; Friends, and Kinſmen theſe, 
Who do my heavenly Father's Will, 
Who aim at perfect Holineſs, 
- And all thy Counſels to fulfil, 
Achat 26466 Wirt er Phew t., 
And love cheir Go with! Ak than Hears, 
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For theſe, howe'er in Fleſh disjoin'd, 
Where'er diſpers'd o'er Earth abroad. 
Unfeign'd, unbounded Love I find, 
| And conſtant as the Life of Gop : 
Fountain of Life, from thence it ſprung, 
As pure, as even, and as ſtrong, 


VII. 


Join'd to the hidden Church unknown, 
In this ſure Bond of Perfectneſs, 
Obſcurely ſafe, I dwell alone, 
And glory in th' uniting Grace, 
To me, to each Believer giv'n, 
To all thy Saints in Earth and Heav'n. 


C. V. 
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